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Skeenfborough, and had cut off all our boats’and armed
veflcls. This obliged me to change my route, thatl
might not be put:betwixt two fires, and at the fame
time be able to bring off col. Warner, to whom I fen
orders, it he tound the enemy too ftrung, to retreat {o
Rutland, where he would ﬁnd. me to cover him, th
place lying nearly at an equal dittance from both : Be
fore my orders rcached him his party was difperfed,
after having for a confiderable time {uftained a very
warm engagement, in wifich the enemy fuffered fomuch
that they purfued but a fmalldiftance :—Our lofs [ can-
not afcertain, but behieve it does not exceed forty killed
and ‘wounded. About two hundred of the party have
joined me at Rutland and fince, but great numbers of
“them are fhill miffing, and | fulpet have got down into
New England by the way of Number-Four. Aftera
“very fatiguing ‘march of feven days, in which the army
fuftered  uchfrom bad weather -nd want of provifions,
1 joined general Schuyler the yath inftant. -
It was my original plan to retreat to this place, that
I might be betwixt gen. Burgdyne and the inhabitants,
and that the miiitia might have fomething in"this quar-
ter to colle€t to; it'is now effeCted, and the militja are
cominy in, fo that I have the moft finguipe-hopes thut
the progrefs of the enemy will be checked, and 1 may
yet have the fatistaétion’ to experience, "that ‘althaugh I
have loft a poft, 1 have eventually faved a ftate. ~
" Perhaps I may be cenfured, by thofe who are unac-
: quainted with the fituation I was in, fo ‘not fooner call-
§ inz the miiitia to my affitanze. 1 think I informed
congrefs 'that 1 could not do-that for want of provi-
fions ; and as foon as | got a fuppiy 1 did call for them,
and was joined bty near nine hundred the day be-
fore the evacuation, but they came from home fo
il provided that tiey cowd not, nor did not propole
to ftay with me but a few days. T'he two Maflichu-
fetts regiments ot militia likewite, which compofed part
of the garriton, gave me noti.e, that their time expired
in two days, and they intended then to go home. In
‘vain did I beg of their officers to exert every irfluence
they trad over them, and from their fubiequent beha?
viour, [ am fuily perfuaded the officers are mcft to
blame. I hey kept with me, however, for two days on
the march, but their conduét was fo licentious and dif-
ord. rly, and their example beginning to affect the Con-
tineniai troops, I was conftrained to fepd them off.
Inclofed is a copy of the council ot war, in which
you will fina the principles upon which the retreat was
uadertaken,  As | found ali the general officers fo fully
ot opi.iion tuat it fhould be done immediately, 1 forbore
to mention to them many circumftances which might
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fore them, had they been of different fentiments; for

I wus, and fhili anv, {6 firmly convinced of the neceflity,

as weil as the propriety ot it, that | believe 1 fhould

have ventured upon it had they been every one againft

it. :

: 1 have the utmoft confidence in the candour of con-

" . greks, and perjuade myfelf, notwithftanding the lofs they

" have fuftained, when they have impartialdy confidered,

that 1 .was poited with little more than two thoufand

men in a place that required ten thoufand to detend it;

that thele two thoufand were iil equipped, and worfe

armed, not above one bayonet in ten, an arm effential

_..in the defence of lines ; that with thefe two thoufand I

have made good a retreat from under the nofe of an’

army at lea{t four times their numbers, and have them

- now betwixt the enemy and the country, .ready to aét

againft t em, that my conduét will appear at leaft not
deferving cenfure,

I have the hanour to be, &c.

~ AR. ST. CLAIR.

P.S. The enemy's force, fram the beft accounts, is

3,500 Britith, 4,000 Bruniwick and Hefle-Hanau, 200
Indians, and 200 Canadians.

Tbe bonoyrable Joun Hancock, Ef.

4t a council of gemeral oficers held at Ticonderoga,
Jely 5y 3777,

3 - P R E s E N T

Major-general ST. CLAIR,
Brigadiér-general DE ROCHE FERMOY,
Brigadier-general POOR.
Brigadier-gencral PATTERSON,'

Colonel commandant LONG.

GENERAL St, Clair reprefented to the council,
that as there is every reafon to believe that the patte-
ries of the enemy are ready to open upon the Ticonde-
roga fide, and that the camp is very much expofed to
their fire, .and to be enfiladed on “ajl quarters; and
.. ...as there is alfo reafon to expet an a(tack’ﬁpon

Ticonderoga and Mount-Independence at the fame
time, in which cafe neither could draw any fupport from
the other; he defires their opinion, whether it would

where they would be lefs expofed, and wait the attack
at the Ticonderoga lines, or whether the whole of the
troops fhould be drawn over to Mount.-
tht;t more effeftually to provide for the
pott. ‘ ' ; :
At the fame time the general begged leave to ;
them, that the wholcgof our fgrgcc confifted :)r;fct:‘rvn;
thoufand and eighty-nine effe@ive rank and file inclu.
ding one hundred and twcn\?-zur artificers unarmed
- belides thie corps ofartillery, ‘and about nine hundrcciv
militia that have joined us, and canriot ftay but a few
days. s
" The council were unanimoufly of opinion iti
impoffible with our force to detxend (:pié’and’ér?;; latn];
Mounts nd pendence, and that the troops, cannon and
ftores fhovld ¢ removed this night, if poffible, to
Mount-.n epe .deace. =
ad  Wlctuer, after the divifion of the army at Ti-
~conderoga have retreated to Mount-Independence, we
fhaii be in a fituation to defend that poft, or in cafe. it

cannot- be defended, if a retreat into the country wi
be praficable. ; 35
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remains nuthing miore to invelt us completely but tucir
occupying the neck of Jand betwixt the lakes and the
caft crec-, which is ‘not mers than a quarterof a mile

usind keentborou, h, and thrreby cuttipg off all’com-
~ munjcation with. ]

’ %) i

‘have influenced them, and which 1 fhoild have laid be- l\

be moft proper to remove the tents to the Jow ground .

Independence,

1 he couucil are unanimoutly of opinion, that, as the',
eneiy L:we alecady nearly wrrounded ws, and there:

over, and polﬁﬂi_ng themfelves of the Narrol's betwixe

the .countny A‘retreat. gught to be-

-

wndertaken a¥ foon as poffible, and that we fhall be very

fortunate to effeét it, .
Signed, »A. ST. CLAIR, Maj. Gen.

Ds RocHe Fernoy, -B. G.

AL NocH Poor, B.G.

A true copy taken Joun PatTeazsoxn, B. G.

. Jrem the original. Coionel Commandant LoNG.
Isaac Bupp Dunn, A.D. C.

Publifbed by order of Congrefs,
CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.

Extra® of aletter from a gentleman at Bourdeaux, to bis
= Sriend in this city, dated May 17, 1777. -

-¢¢ T have the honour of advifing you of our arrival
in this city in good heal'h, .after having been two
months on the road, and fuffered all thofe blafts Nep-
tune when 1rritated is capabie of inflicting.

_ ¢ We took a prize the 18th of April, the other fide
of the Azores, that left Glafgow the 4th of the fame
month, fhe had on board two paflengers, one of.wh ch
was a miniiter, going to lake Champlain, the thip was
going to Qucbec, this fame minitter told us news the
‘moft difagreeable, viz, .
¢¢ That the count d’Artois, the king’s brother, was
‘in London very well received at that court, and pro-
‘bably was .djuiting mea-ures to reduce the continent of
;Ameérica; that ..r. Deané hid. wrote a very fpirited
‘letter'to tord stormont, ambaflidor at our court, pro-
-poting ‘to him 2n exchange of fome prifoners he named,
‘for others detiin-d rn tngland, and that th: terms of
‘this letter being very ipirited, the faid lord had fent the
fame to his court, who returned it to him, ordering him
to thew it tb M. de St Jermain, and demand faustac-
- -tion tor fo great un'in‘o'ence u¥fered an ambafludor;
that in this interval Mr. Deane had been afT\flinated in
his coach between Paris and Verfailles; upon which
Mr. Franklin having folicited the court to make fearch
after the murderers, he had received orders to le’:ive
Paris in 24 hours, and France in four days, in confe.
quence, it was belizved, he was gone to Viennaj more-
over, that ali- American vefleis had received orders to
go out and evacuate all the ports of France, and that
all that might in future arrive fhould not ftay more
than twenty-four hours.—We believed, Sir, this ncws,
the ratier, bec:ufe the Glafgow Gazsttes were prodi-
ced, which pofitively afferted it : The remainder of
_our voyage was pafled in the greateft forrow, but we'
were agreeably furprifed, when, upon our arrival, we
learned the contrary, and that all the news was as fa-
vourahle as could be expected, a.declaration of war ex-
cepted.

¢ The news is, that Meflrs. Frarklin and Deane are

well, and aiways well received at court, both by prince
and lords. Your gentlemen at Paris have commif?‘mned
three privateers, and one of ‘them has taken a packet.
boat, fo fays a private letter from’ Amfterdam, a fner-
chant fhewed me yefterday on the exchange.

¢ We did not know to what to attribute the deten-

tion of the letters of the 29th of April from London,

but we juft learn, that the packet-boat, which carried

them, was taken the 2d of this month, at half after

eight at night, by an American privatecr, as high as

Gravelend, near the fouthern point of Holland. He dif-

" “charged the paffengers and crew, but hie has brought in
the veflel, effetts, and mail, direted for this country,
Germany, and-the north. The mail was efcorted by
an officer of t'e American privateer, and conduéted to
Paris; - where it is fuppofed it was given to the Ameri-
can envoys there.”

Lxtrafl of aletter from the fame place, dated May 17.

*¢ I have juit feen a private letter, dated tht 12th of
this month, from Breft, which fays, to-morrow a fleet
of 13 fail of the line will leave this port, their deftina-
tion unknown.”

Extrafl of aletter from France, dated May 19, 1777.

‘* There are two prizes taken by capt. Guitavus
'Cunnfngh:lm, and fent into Dunkirk, one of them a
Harwicn packet, bound to Helvoet, on board of which
they took the mail and a king’s meflenger, alfo 70,co0l.
fteriing, in fpecie, all which thay took proper cate of.
Several merchant veflels are arrived here and at Bour-

rl:caux, loaded with tobacco, their names I do not
now.” i

Exira® of a letter from general WasHINGEON fo
Conscksss,dated, camp at the Clive, Fuly 16, 1777.
“ SR,

. I beg leave to congratulate congrefs on the capti-
vity of major-general Prefcot, and one of his aids.— i he
particulars of this fortunate-event you will find in tlfe
enclofed extract of a letter this minute received from
general Spencer, which, 1 prefume, are at large in the

. packet Mr. ‘Greenleaf will deliver, Lieut. col. Barten,

with the fmall handful upder his command, who-con. -

duéted the enterprize, have great merit,”

Extrad of a letter from major general Spencer, dated Pro.
_— e vidence, July 11, 1777. 2
IR,

‘¢ I have the pleafure to congratulate your honour
and the honourable conrinentz:gl congre(s’; on thz late
fuccefs of lieut. col, Barton, who with the number of
forty, imcluding captains Adams and Phillips, and a
number of brave officers, laft night went on Rhode-
1fland and brought off major-general Prelcot, and hmajor
“William Barrington, one of his aid-de-camps,’ and the
fcn.try at the general's door, all that were at the gene-
ral's quarter.  This was'done with fuch prudence that
ngta;:rm twa;l given to the enemy until our party had
§n thi:a:owt:l t € main, on thcxr_ ;eturn. They are now

* Col. Barton went with his party in four wha
boats from Warwick.Neck, about }t)ex:?:ﬁlcs by v&atl::r]teo
the weft fide of the ifland, landed about half way from
Newport to Briftol.Ferry, then marched one mile to
the general's quarters, returned again to Waiwick, and -
had' the good fortune to efcape the difcovery of the ene-
mg's guard boats, although fevera] fhips of war lay
round in tho&‘ parts, Several attempts.of this nature
have been made without any lofs on our fide, and with
fome {mall fuccefs, 1he ahove named c.ap’t. Phillips
':’oﬂl;n: :;m:ngg‘c‘e& rar“ll: : fpta*x"ty of}bont twenty, broughé
‘ : ¢ 413d regiment,. now ie
- fonaerxs Amother party attacked oge of the cn:nll’;il

uards, dvp{rfed them, killed three, and wounded one,
¢ havehad feveral deferters rom the Brutith regi: :

ments.’™ o ot
Pibh.ﬂi):{i by order of congrefs,
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large number of dollars on

~ the ifland, are embarked on board this fleet,”

THOMSON, fecretary, -

~
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We hear from Georgia, ll;at ol

fcent upun haﬁ,-Flurid%,_with tcl?e' &:bg?_madee_
command, and atter fome luccel'sz"uh"g S underg,
the encmy, in which he took jome n%'n'm‘“s wiy
took a number of hegioes, "C‘Urncdpwm"“‘ and
fafe into Georgia. | § hat gen. M'lmou:
recovered of the wounds he fome time 2
an engagement with the enemy, 'a.nd‘lagor
with governor Gwinnett. | hata .
ftate had lately taken four prizes,

board,
Kxtrad of a letter from Midd down

¢ This morning at half paft 10 0
fieet appeared in l\’gw-Yorkpl\arrows,dz;kttl?:i eap
Sandy-Hook.' This evening at fun.dowp rh" %iyty
under the point of the Hcok, and coming db"ﬁ- S
fail, as near as we could count, .t is beyo d“’ thy
that fome of them haye troops on board) .bn £
amount cannot pretend to fay, 1 fhal} car’efu?féow
ghclr motiquns tili they fail, and as long as the Y atteyy
in fight; fhould they bear to the I'outhmrdy“1:;:“"3m
you the eariieft inteiligence.” R i
By a gentleman from Kofton we
captains Manly and M¢Neil, in two
have taken the Fox frigate of 36 g
hewfoundland. M‘Neii's fhip is put intg Bott
refit.  They mannkd the Fox immediately ;n:ﬁon o
her hands entered ‘on board the two Amcr.ican ﬂ,i;,

Extra&t of aletter from Shreavury. 4 -
¢ On tunday the 20th inft, l/tllyac{:h:’}:i,‘?:‘g.’i'.
forming you that 160 fil of the enemy’s ﬂcetlxador "
from the Watering-Place. and lay in Sanv.y-Hookc'i{m
On Monday morning fifteen wtanf. orts ‘apg iy Y.
© war joined them, and about ten o'clock erghy in?‘
brlg.s,_fchooners,,and floops came out of theg\';) Ty
and joined the grand fleet. ©n Tueiday they‘hlr;‘
Bpt this morning, at half paft fix, the fignal “?m }U‘ ’
, failing was fired, the wind N. W, and at feyen tghg'[:f
gan to get under way, and ftood tor fea, llftcr)t :
got clear of the Hook, they fteered a S, E. courfe ua¢
a very eafy fail,” in three divifions. I attendeq (‘};“
motions until fun down, and perceived very litug ,;fr
Terence in their courfe, fometimes appearing to g {u
little to the eaftward, and at other times fomew}r‘: t“
the fouthward. : 1
_ ¢ By a deferter from on board the
America, I am this morning informed, that fgn.e
of general Howe's army, which croffed from this ftatety
Staten-Ifland, have been fent to New.York, He ca1.
not. fay what number, but thinks not exceeding fire
hundred. He alfo informs that the remainder excent
two Heflian regiments, which are left as a gua’rd upcrn

ﬂ.civ'gd"
5 Y inag

Privateer frop thg
one of whij, hady

July 1,

are .informed.
contimental tripye,e
uns, on the bayl; o

tranfport fhip

Py + Camp, Morris-Town, Faly 8, 133,
EXTRACT from GENERAL ORDERs,

The court, of which col. Broadhead was prefidert,
appointed to enquire into -the condu& of the arifl;
officers, viz. capt. Eultace, and his officers, and cape;
lieut. Archibald, whofe pieces were Joft in the attien
of the 26th ult. report, that having examined officers
(whofe narues they mention) .relative thereto, they are
of opinion that capt. Euftace and his officers behayed _
with becoming bravery and good conduét during the
whole aétion, and that the lofs of the ficld pieces was
inevitable, they being left in the rear uniuppostd,
Alfd, that capt. Gibbs Jones, and the officers under
his command, behaved with becoming bravery and
good conduét during the whole aétion; and the lof, of
the piece commandcgby capt. lieut. Edward Archibid
was inevitable, it being in the rear unfupported.

The officets concerned beg the printers to publifh this
through the United States, ; :

( Continued from our lafi.)

In CONGR E S S, June 10, 1777.
REsoLvVvED, X !
XI. That the purchafing comrmiffaries deliver live
_flock, and other provifions, required by the commiffury
or feveral deputy commifTaries general of iffues, at tuch
places as they fhall refpettively direét.

XII. 7That the deputy commiflary general of pur-
chafes in each diftri€t thali' fpecially appoint one or more
affiftants- to purchafe live_ftock, who fhall cantet be
branded on tlie horns of all cattle, by them purchatd,
the number and initial letters of tiheir names re pec.
tively, and fhall alfo have power to employ droversand
a perion at each place, to which they may refpectively
be direéted to fend cattle, to receive, kill and ‘deliver
the fame as hereafter directed. ik

XIll. That each drove of live ftock, or quantity-

=

of provifions or other ftores, that may be fent to any

poft, place or magazine, by any purchafer, fhall be ac-
companied with duplicate invoices, taken from the en.
tries djrc&cd to be made in the books of the purchafin
commiffaries, one of which, together with the liv.-fto
or other ftores, fhall be delivered at fuch poft, place or
magazine, to the perfon appointed to receive live-fiock,
or to the iffuing commiffaries refpeétively, who, on the
other, fhall give his receipt for the articles receivel, to
be tranfmitted to the purchafer by the perfon deliveringy
the faid articles ;. provided that if any live ftock, under
-the care of the drover, fhall be wanted at any other .
poft than that to which they were ordered, tne pur-

~ chafer’s deputy at fuch.poft may detain them, takinga

copy of the invoice,, as far as it refpeéts the live-ftock
detained and iving his receipt for-the fame on the
back of the faid invoice, fpecilying their marks and
numbers, and the perfon to whom the refidue may be
delivered, thall give his receipt therefor on the {ime
invoice, and detain the other forhis ufe as aforefaid.
XIV. That each drove of live-ftock fhall be killed

- under the direfion of the purchafer's deputy receiving

the fame, ‘who fhall weigh-and deliver the meat to the
commiffary of iflues ot the .refpetive poft, together
with duplicates of the invoice left by the drover, enter-
ing in the eighth column the weight of the quarters

the feveral creatures; in the ninth, the weight of the

“hide; in'the tenth, the weight of the tallow ; and at
- the foot of "each invoice, the number of heads and

tongues, And tho commiffary of iffues fhall endor'e
his receipt ‘on one of the ipvoices and deliver it to the -
deputy aforefard, who fhall ‘return it to the purchaler

as his vou. her, and to enable him to fill up the cighth, .

ninth, and tenth columns of the entries in his book;
and the other fhall be- kepw-by the iffiing commiffary
x}nsown e ‘
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